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The Medford Valley of the Ancient & Accepted 
Scottish Rite proudly hosted its annual 
Scholarship Presentation Dinner in June, 
celebrating the achievements of exceptional 
local students. While the Scholarships were 
presented by the Medford Valley, the competition 
for the scholarships were Oregon wide through 
the Orient of Oregon. 
 
During the evening’s program, scholarship 
certificates were formally presented by Illustrious Bob Crum, 33°, 
to Olivia Barber and Tori Marion, both of whom attended the 
dinner with their families. The Brethren enjoyed hearing about 
their accomplishments and future academic plans, offering warm 
congratulations as these young scholars prepare for the next 

Ill Bob Crum presents Olivia 
Barber her Scholarship 
Certificate 



 

steps in their education.   Also selected to receive 
scholarships this year were Jaden Thonstad and 
Morgan James. Although they were unable to attend 
the presentation, the Valley extends its heartfelt 
congratulations to them as well and looks forward to 
following their continued success. 
 
The program also included special 
recognition for Brother Chris 
Leach, who was honored for his 

dedicated service as Commander of the Council 
of Kadosh, completing two years of faithful 
leadership. His commitment and steady 
guidance were warmly acknowledged by the 
Brethren. 
 
An additional award had been approved for Brother Stephen 
Larrance, KSA, who served with distinction as Master of Kadosh 
for the Medford Consistory. Sadly, Brother Larrance passed away 
before the award could be presented. The Valley honors his 
memory, his leadership, and his unwavering devotion to the Rite, 
extending continued sympathy to his family and loved ones. 
 
The Medford Valley remains committed to supporting the 
educational aspirations of deserving students within our 
community. We are proud of this year’s recipients and wish each 
of them the very best in their academic and personal endeavors. 
 
 

Ill Bob Crum presents Tori 
Marion her Scholarship 
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Jul 6th - KSA Stated Meeting 
July 13 - Executive Meeting, Dinner, Stated Meeting 
July 20 - 4th Degree Practice 
July 27 - 14th Degree Practice 
August 3 - KSA Stated Meeting 
August 10 - Executive Meeting, Dinner, Stated Meeting 
August 17 - 18th Degree Practice 
August 24 - 4th Degree Practice 
August 31 14th Degree Practice 
September 7 – KSA Stated Meeting 
September 11 - Tentative dates for 4th, 14th, and 18th         
                          Degrees at Southern Oregon Reunion at                 
                          Medford Valley 
September 12 - Tentative dates 30th and 32nd Degrees at                         
                          Southern Oregon Reunion at Klamath  

    Valley 
September 14 - Executive Meeting, Dinner, Stated    
Meeting 
  



 

 

 
The July STaTed MeeTing of The  

Medford Valley of ancienT and 
accepTed ScoTTiSh riTe waS 
opened in long forM by The 

council of KadoSh. buT whaT iS The 
council of KadoSh? 
 

The Council of Kadosh is the third of the 
four coordinate bodies within the Scottish 

Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction. It 
encompasses the degrees from the 19th to the 30th, 
collectively known as the “Philosophical and Chivalric 
Degrees.” 
 
The degrees conferred within the Council of Kadosh 
include: 
• 19th Degree: Grand Pontiff 
• 20th Degree: Master of the Symbolic Lodge 
• 21st Degree: Noachite or Prussian Knight 
• 22nd Degree: Knight of the Royal Axe or Prince of  

  Libanus 
• 23rd Degree: Chief of the Tabernacle 
• 24th Degree: Prince of the Tabernacle 
• 25th Degree: Knight of the Brazen Serpent 
• 26th Degree: Prince of Mercy 
• 27th Degree: Knight Commander of the Temple 
• 28th Degree: Knight of the Sun or Prince Adept 
• 29th Degree: Scottish Knight of Saint Andrew 



 

• 30th Degree: Knight Kadosh 
 
These degrees focus on the exploration of moral and 
ethical philosophy, chivalric principles, and the deeper 
meanings of Masonic teachings. They draw from a variety 
of historical, religious, and philosophical traditions, 
emphasizing the values of justice, honor, duty, and the 
pursuit of knowledge. 
The term “Kadosh” means “holy” or “consecrated” in 
Hebrew, reflecting the degrees’ emphasis on spiritual and 
moral sanctification. The degrees in the Council of Kadosh 
challenge members to reflect on their inner selves, 
cultivate virtuous character traits, and strive for higher 
ideals in their personal and professional lives. 
The 30th Degree, Knight Kadosh, is particularly significant, 
often seen as a culmination of the lessons learned in the 
preceding degrees. It represents a knightly quest for 
spiritual and moral excellence, urging members to defend 
truth and justice. 
The Council of Kadosh aims to deepen a Mason’s 
understanding of their duties to themselves, their fellow 
man, and the divine. Its teachings encourage members to 
live lives of integrity, service, and enlightenment, 
contributing positively to society and upholding the noble 
principles of Freemasonry 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

MouTh To ear a leTTer froM ill. 
erneST borgnine, 33° 
MeMber, abingdon lodge #48, 
Virginia 

In 1946, 1 traveled with a friend down to 
a little town called Abingdon, Virginia, to 
see what the Barter Theater had to offer. 
It offered nothing except hard work and 
board. My friend, not accepting the work 
they offered him, stayed one day – I 
stayed five years. In that time I grew to 

love the town and all it offered. The people, in particular, were 
simply marvelous. 

Occasionally I would be assigned to go down to the printing shop 
and get posters made for the upcoming shows at the Barter 
Theater. One day, in talking to the owner of the print shop, one 
Elmo Vaughan, I found that he belonged to the local Masonic 
Lodge, No. 48, in Abingdon. My father was also a Mason and had 
advanced to the Thirty-second Degree in Scottish Rite Masonry, 
and I told this to Elmo. He was pleased, and sensing his pleasure, 
I asked him if maybe I could join. He said nothing, continuing his 
work, and a short while later, I took my posters and left. 

The next time I saw Elmo, I asked him again about joining the 
Masonic Order – again he said nothing – and again my work took 
me away. We became good friends and finally one day I passed by 
and again I asked if I could join the Masons. Instantly, he 
whipped out an application and I hurriedly filled it out. I didn’t 
learn ’til later, that in those days, you had to ask three times. 

Illustrious Ernest Borgnine, 33°, Grand Cross 



 

I was thrilled! Not only was I going to be the first actor ever in 
Lodge No. 48, but I could just imagine my father’s surprise when I 
would spring the old greetings on him! I wanted only to surprise 
my Dad – and was I surprised, when after I was made an Entered 
Apprentice, I found I had to remember everything that happened 
to me at that event and come back and answer questions about it! 

I was assigned to a dear old man of about 92 years of age who, I 
felt, must have been there when the Lodge first started. He was 
really of the old school – and he started me out with the foot-to-
foot, knee-to-knee and mouth-to-ear routine of teaching. 

Besides doing my work for the Barter Theater and a little acting to 
boot, I was also going to that dear Brother for my work in 
Masonry. I would tramp all over those lovely hills and work on my 
“Whence came you’s” and one day – oh, one fine day – I stood 
foot-to-foot with my Brother and answered every question 
perfectly! I was ecstatic! I was overjoyed and couldn’t wait to get 
to Lodge to show my ability as an Entered Apprentice. 

After I quieted down, that dear Brother said, “You’ve done fine, 
but aren’t you really only half started?” I couldn’t believe him! I 
knew my work; what else was there? He said “Wouldn’t it be 
better if you knew all the questions too?” 

I couldn’t believe my ears! All that hard work and only half done? 
He gently sat me down foot-to-foot, knee-to-knee and mouth-to-
ear and taught me all the questions. That didn’t come easy, 
because I was almost doing the work by rote, but with careful 
listening and by really applying myself, I was soon able to deliver 
all the questions and answers perfectly! The night that I stood in 
front of the Lodge and was asked if I were ready to answer the 
questions of an Entered Apprentice, I respectfully asked if I could 
do both – questions and answers. I was granted that wish and 
later found that I was the second man in my Lodge to have ever 



 

done so! I am truly proud of that, never having demitted, I am still 
a member in good standing in Abingdon Lodge No. 48. 

I tell this story not for the merit it might gain me, but to tell you 
that learning the Entered Apprentice obligation taught me a great 
lesson in acting as well: that before I ever attempt to do a part I 
should work, rehearse, feel, almost live that part to know what I 
am talking about! 

As I’ve advanced in Masonry, I have found we are an elite group of 
people who believe in God, country, family and neighbors. We 
work hard to help our fellowman; and through our charitable 
work, such as support for the Childhood Language Disorders 
Centers, we have made it possible to help many children grow 
Into good American citizens. We should always be proud of the 
Order we belong to. Where in all the world do you find so many 
great men and Brothers who have helped the whole wide world? 
But – we are hiding our light under a bushel basket! 

Recently I attended a dinner for a friend, and I ran across a 
Brother who identified himself in a hushed voice. I asked why he 
spoke in a whisper when talking about Masonry, and suddenly I 
realized he wasn’t the only one who had ever done that. I speak 
out loud about Masonry to everyone! I’m proud of the fact that I 
belong to an organization that made me a better American, 
Christian, husband and neighbor; and all it took was a little self-
determination by going foot-to-foot, knee-to-knee, and mouth-to-
ear 

Brother Borgnine lived a long and fulfilling life, worthy of 
admiration. He passed away on July 8, 2012 from complications 
associated with kidney failure at the age of 95.  



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
July birThdayS 

 

Joseph Egeline   July 16 

Alexander Ben-Israel  July 22 

James Westerfield  July 24 

Bill Daves    July 26 

William Winningham III July 28 

 

  



 

 
 

A roundup of the highlights from Medford Valley's Stated Meeting—providing a synopsis of the 
minutes to the members of the Medford Valley. 
 

July Stated Meeting Round-Up 
 

The July Stated Meeting brought the Brethren together for an 
evening of fellowship, updates, and thoughtful discussion. The 
meeting was opened at 7:01 p.m. by Don Spering, Venerable 
Master of the Siskiyou Lodge of Perfection, joined by Paul 
Faubion, Senior Warden of the Chapter of Rose Croix, and 
Commander David Marion of the Council of Kadosh. Commander 
Marion welcomed everyone warmly and introduced the Honor 
Men in attendance, setting a positive tone for the evening. 
 
A highlight of the evening was PR Bob Crum’s update on the 
upcoming Joint Reunion with the Klamath Falls Valley, scheduled 
for September 11th and 12th. He reviewed the plans and shared 
the schedule. PR Bob also announced an important new policy 
approved by the Executive Committee: Medford Scottish Rite 
members may now use the building free of charge for personal 
events such as anniversaries, memorial services, birthdays, and 



 

family reunions — a gesture intended to strengthen fraternal 
bonds and support members and their families. 
 
Brother John Maher shared insights from his recent trip to 
Portland, where he attended a special degree conferral. He 
reported conversations suggesting a possible move to centralize 
degree work in Portland rather than allowing Valleys to perform 
their own degrees. Several members voiced concern about this 
idea, emphasizing the importance of maintaining degree work 
within the Valleys to preserve local engagement and tradition. 
 
The evening concluded with an outstanding educational 
presentation by Brother John Maher, who offered a detailed and 
engaging review of the 6th Degree, Intimate Secretary. His 
explanation of both the ritual and the underlying philosophy 
sparked lively discussion among the Brethren. The consensus 
was clear — John’s presentation was exceptionally well done and 
deeply appreciated. 
 
 

 

 
  



 

froM The deSK of bob cruM 33° 
 

Here we are in the summer of 
2026, and as the days grow warmer, we 
are working toward our Late Summer 
Reunion in early September.  

 
We have scheduled rehearsals for the 4th, 

14th, and 18th Degrees here in the Medford Valley in 
preparation for the reunion on September 11and 12. These 
three degrees will be conferred in Medford, while the 
30th and 32nd Degrees will be presented by the Klamath 
Falls Valley in Klamath Falls on Saturday, September 12. 
This reunion will require a great deal of effort from our 
members, but I know we are more than up to the task. I 
appreciate everyone dedication and willingness to help 
make this event a success. 
 
The Medford Valley will not be holding Family Dinners 
during the months of July and August. Our monthly Family 
Dinners will resume in September. 
 
As always, our office will be open Monday through 
Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome 
to stop by for a cup of coffee, a visit, or simply some good 
conversation. 
 
I wish all of our members and their families a safe, 

enjoyable, and wonderful summer. 
bob cruM, pr 
 
 
 
 



 

See The webSiTe aT 
https://scottishrite.live/ 

 


